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F O R G O T T E N  C O N T E X T
A  P A V I L I O N  F O R  T E D  R U S S E L L  P A R K

The cellars, now mostly inaccessible, make up a hidden network of tunnels connected in their method of construction and collectively consigned to history by 
the city above. Housing coal bunkers, sewers and basements they represent a forgotten Limerick. Constructed using stone supporting walls and brick vaulted 
arch ceilings, the cellars were made in part by bricks made locally in Coonagh. Coonagh bricks made with clay from the river Shannon were brought by boat to 
Barrington’s Pier.
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We imagine that the pavilion can serve as a place of shelter, for 
gathering, a place to sit and reflect and as an educational tool. With the 
pavillion’s playful nature and use of colour we hope to bring attention 
to a forgotten context buried beneath Limerick. 

The pavilion design references the city’s underground groin vaults as well 
as creating an abstraction that alludes to the possibly of new uses. The uses 
are open to interpretation inviting the user to imagine a new future for the 
cellars.  

The orientation of the pavilion reflects the South-West to North-East orientation of O’Connell Street 
with the 90 degree turn in the pavilion representing an intersection between the streets and thus 
between the vaults below. As Limerick is laid out in a grid pattern the intersection of perpendicular 
streets is a defining feature.

Our proposal for the pavilion is to unearth the hidden subterranean cellars in order to bring their 
significance to the public’s attention in Ted Russell Park. The pavilion will be constructed from plywood 
for ease of construction and the arches and groin vaults will be painted in red to represent the city’s 
rich brick history and the significant location of Ted Russell Park in Georgian Limericks construction.

The pavilion design takes a simple groin vault and extrudes one face, forming an extended entrance 
at one side and a deep seating area at the other. The two groin vaults are the same in scale and 
design, with one rotated 90 degrees and joined to the other with a connecting arch. This creates 
a dynamic space which is different from all sides with an enfilade effect through it’s centre.

In the late 1700’s, on the mouth of the Shannon, Limerick City’s Georgian Quarter was under 
development on the river’s floodplains. Before the brick townhouses we see today were built, they 
began constructing the ground with a series of arched vaults that lifted the city’s street level high 
above the water level.


